
Obama and Ayers - The Facts 
20+ years of Obama-Ayers 

Connections 
 

"Guilty as hell, free as a bird" -Bill Ayers 
 

Domestic terrorists who would target their 
own country. Is this the type of friends a 

future President of the United States should 
have? 

 

Too close for comfort.  Coincidental? 
“This is a guy who lives in my neighborhood. . . . He’s not 
somebody who I exchange ideas from on a regular basis” is 
a lie. When someone is there at the beginning and even 
before the beginning of your political campaign, and you 
work with him and his family since before 1987, over 20  
years, you exchange ideas. The white army of the Weather 
Underground was aligned with the Black Liberation 
Movement and the Black Panthers from the beginning and 
up into the 1980s.I suppose it is just another “coincidence” 
that Obama attended a Black Liberation Theology church 
for 20 years until it became a political liability. 
hōŀƳŀ ǎŀȅǎΧ ¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƳŜǘ for the first time in 1995 "at a 
luncheon meeting about school reform."(THAT is a 
blatant lie since Ayers and his father and Obama had 
already worked together in 1987 on the ABC Coalition.) 

William Ayers, although never convicted of any of the crimes, because of procedural errors, he told the New York Times in 
September 2001, "I don't regret setting bombs...I feel we didn't do enough." He was asked not to attend a progressive educators' 
conference in the fall of 2006 on the basis that the organizers did not want to risk an association with his past. Ayers and Dohrn 
received a warm welcome from the Chicago establishment, leaders of which were Mr. Ayers’ father, Thomas G. Ayers, former 
president of the local utility, and his friend, lawyer Howard Trienans of the law firm Sidley Austin, when they emerged from the 
underground. It is important to remember that Bill Ayers was born into a highly affluent and influential Chicago family. Ayers’ father, 
Thomas Ayers, was the head of Commonwealth Edison and moved among the most powerful political and social figures in the city. 
Bill Ayers owes much of his status and easy influence in present-day Chicago to his father’s legacy. Thanks to Matthew Weaver’s 
important research and writings, we now have further evidence of Barack Obama’s network of alliances with radical groups such as 
Acorn and Socialist parties like Chicago’s New Party, via the NP’s own mid-1990s newsletter in which it endorsed Obama after 
demanding that Obama sign a contract promising adherence to the NP’s goals and participation in the NP’s programs. Just as Bill 
Ayers owes much of his standing to his father’s power as an industrialist in Chicago, Barack Obama owes much of his standing, first 
in Chicago and now nationally, to the doors that Bill Ayers opened for him. He peddled the notion that Ayers is an educator now and 
this should absolve him of the burden of his bomber background. Ayers may have given up on the bombs, but he has found our 
nation's classrooms an ideal way to promote his revolutionary and anti-American views. How old was Barack Obama when Bill 
Ayers had his picture taken standing on the American Flag and said  άL 5ƻƴΩǘ wŜƎǊŜǘ {ŜǘǘƛƴƎ .ƻƳōǎ Χ L CŜŜƭ ²Ŝ 5ƛŘƴΩǘ 5ƻ 
9ƴƻǳƎƘΦέ? The New York Times and the rest of the liberal media are once again trying to downplay and disguise the significance of 
the dangerous relationship between William Ayers and Obama. ¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ hōŀƳŀΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǎǳŎƘ 
low-ƭƛŦŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŎŀǊŜΚ Rather than answer his critics, Senator Obama will try to distract you from noticing that 
he never answers the serious and legitimate questions he has been asked. I guess he believes if a lie is big enough and repeated 
often enough it will be believed. 
 

Do we detest and wage war against other terroristsΧōǳǘ ŎƻŘŘƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
praise unrepentant domestic terrorists that declared and wage violent 

war against our own people and country? 

 



1983 
Obama and Ayers  lived about a block apart in New York City while Obama was at Columbia University and working in NY before 
moving to Chicago. Ayers was a student at Bank Street College in NY till 1984 and Columbia till 1987. 

1985 
Obama takes position as Director and only employee with  Developing Communities Project (DCP) of the Calumet Community 
Religious conference (CCRC) in Chicago. Both the CCRC and the DCP were built on the Alinsky model of community agitation, 
ǿƘŜǊŜƛƴ ǇŀƛŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘΣ ƛƴ !ƭƛƴǎƪȅΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ άǊǳō Ǌŀǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊŜǎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘŜƴǘέΦ Both Allinsky and Kellman 
(who hired Obama for the position) were both well connected to Thomas G. AyersΩ (Bill AyersΩ father) affluence and άChicago  
Politicsέ for many years. 

           1987-1989 
William Ayers and Barack Obama meet up in Chicago. .ŀǊŀŎƪ hōŀƳŀΩǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ 
project allied with the ABCs Coalition, a group coordinated by former Weatherman Bill Ayers.  Other 
groups in the ABCs coalition were Chicago United and the Civic Committee of the Commercial Club, 
both of which are linked to businessman and philanthropist Thomas Ayers, Bill AyersΩ father. 
Michelle Obama and Bernadette Dohrn work together at prominent Chicago law firm Sidley Austin 
law firm (whose partners are friends of Thomas G. Ayers). Bernardine Dohrn (AyresΩ wife) was at 
Sidley Austin a law firm in Chicago from 1984 to 1988, although her criminal record has prevented 
her from being admitted to either the New York or Illinois bar. Michelle Obama graduated from 

Harvard Law School in 1988.  But she was a summer associate at Sidley Austin in 1986 and 1987.  Barack Obama was assigned to 
her, as his mentor, in 1989 when he was a summer associate from Harvard Law School. Ayers was hired at University of Illinois-
Chicago in 1987 and Dorn at Northwestern University with the influence of his father. Even though, as a fellow professor has said, 
"He's unrepentant. He took a violent route along with his wife, and is lucky he didn't blow himself up." Ayers solicits Khalid Al-
aŀƴǎƻǳǊ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ hōŀƳŀΩǎ IŀǊǾŀǊŘ [ŀǿ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ. Michelle Robinson (the future Michelle Obama) in 1988 and 
.ŀǊŀŎƪ hōŀƳŀ ƛƴ мфуф ǎŜǊǾŜ  ŀǘ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ƭŀǿ ŦƛǊƳΣ {ƛŘƭŜȅ !ǳǎǘƛƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ !ȅŜǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘƛƴŜ 5ƻƘǊƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪǎΦ 
Tom Ayers and William Ayers get Obama a summer job at Sidley Austin (where he meets Michelle Obama) 

1992 
 Obama was Director of Illinois Project Vote [ACORN], a voter registration campaign. 

1993 
 Ayers places Obama on Woods Foundation Board. 

1995 
 Ayers makes Obama Chairman of Annenberg Challenge through 2000. Between 1995 and 1999, Obama led the Chicago 
Annenberg Challenge, which was founded by Ayers, and remained on the board until 2001. (THIS is same group we know as the 
Chicago Annenberg Challenge (CAC) that was founded by Bill Ayers. Ayers also got all the fundraising for the group, and hired 
.ŀǊŀŎƪ hōŀƳŀ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ /!/Ωǎ ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΦ) Ayers holds ŀ άaŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜέ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ hōŀƳŀ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ, hosting hōŀƳŀΩǎ 
political coming out party in his home (Obama falsely claims this is when he met AyersΧbriefly, and claims the fundraiser 
organized by Ayers to launch ObamaΩs political career, was completely fortuitous, they had no close relationship and never meet 
before this.) Obama and Ayers again only live blocks apart. 
Obama ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ƭŀǿ ƛƴ WǳŘǎƻƴ aƛƴŜǊΩǎ (another of Thomas G. AyersΩ friends) law firm. 

1997 
Obama and Ayers serve on a juvenile justice panel sponsored by the University of Chicago; Obama blurbs a book for Ayers. 

1997-2004 
Obama in Illinois Legislature, distributing favors and grants to Ayers and his political friends and projects. 

2002 
Obama and Ayers co-panelists on intellectualism -co-sponsored by the Chicago Public Library and Chicago Annenberg Challenge, 
during the 1990s. Files detailing activities of the panel were made available to the media Tuesday after being restricted by the 
Daley Library at the University of Illinois in Chicago. The UIC records show that Obama and Ayers attended board meetings, 
retreats and at least one news conference together as the program got under way, the Chicago Tribune reported Wednesday.  
The two continued to attend meetings together during the 1995-2001 operation of the program, the Tribune says. 

2005 ς Present 
Obama in US Senate  

2007-2008 
¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ hōŀƳŀΩǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŜǎ ŀƴ !ȅŜǊǎ- ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊ 
ƳŀǘǊƛȄέ ŀǎ ŜǎǇƻǳǎŜŘ ōȅ !/hwb and Allinsky methodology of community agitation. Obama tells ABC News that Ayers was "just 
another guy in the neighborhood."Χ.Oh Really?...and after changing his comment on Ayers every timeΧOct. 10, 2008 Obama 
Remembers Ayers Gave Him A Job After All. 
 
 
 


